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Reference: 269332 

February 28, 2022  

Regional Chief Terry Teegee 

BC Assembly of First Nations 

1004 Landooz Road 

Prince George, BC  V2K 5S3 

 

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip 

Chief Don Tom 

Kukpi7 Judy Wilson 

Union of BC Indian Chiefs 

209 – 345 Chief Alex Thomas Way 

Kamloops, BC  V2H 1H1 

 

 

Cheryl Casimer 

Robert Phillips 

Lydia Hwitsum 

First Nations Summit 

Suite 1200 – 100 Park Royal South 

West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1A2 

 

 

Dear First Nations Leadership Council: 

Thank you for your letter of January 27, 2022, regarding First Nations Leadership Council’s 

response to the consultation draft of proposed amendments to the Wildlife Act (the Act).   

I am grateful for your thoughtful and very thorough review of the consultation draft.  You 

have proposed a few revisions, which the ministry has considered, and I will address. 

Replacing Definition of “Governing Entity” with “Indigenous Governing Body” 

The consultation draft references a definition of “governing entity” and your response 

proposed it be changed to “Indigenous governing body” to be consistent with the Declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act.  This is the same feedback we received from other 

reviewers and the proposed amendments now refer to a “governing body”.  First Nations 

“governing body”, as opposed to “Indigenous governing body”, has been used due to a 

necessity to ensure alignment with other related provisions of the Act.  
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Broadening Definition of a “Guest” 

Stemming from your review of the proposed amendments governing Sheltering Agreements, 

you raised a concern about the term “guest”, as currently defined and framed, being only a 

member of a First Nation in British Columbia.  You recommend broadening the definition of 

guest to include all Indigenous peoples, not just members of First Nations.  You state that 

different First Nations may have varying traditions and legal orders establishing who may be 

a guest under hunting and sheltering protocols.  Capturing all Indigenous peoples as guests 

was contrary to firm legal advice and First Nations Wildlife and Habitat Conservation Forum 

input that we received on the proposed amendments and could not be addressed in the current 

context.  This may be explored further in an upcoming review of the Act. 

Enforcement of Sheltering Agreements 

Your response included comments related to enforcement of Sheltering Agreements and 

recommended an amendment be included to establish that host First Nations may enforce 

sheltering agreement provisions against guests.  Allowing hosts to perform compliance and 

enforcement could not be implemented as part of the current amendments because it was not 

within scope of the original approved Intentions Paper, and Request for Legislation, and 

requires substantial further policy development.  This suggestion may be explored further in 

the review of the Act. 

Definition of Indigenous Knowledge 

Your proposed revisions expressed a desire to include a definition of Indigenous knowledge 

in the Act.  Incorporating a definition of Indigenous knowledge was contemplated using 

proposed definitions shared by the FNLC and the First Nations – BC Wildlife and Habitat 

Conservation Forum (the Forum).  However, the complexity and length of the proposed 

definition is not suitable legislatively.  As the definition of Indigenous knowledge is 

ultimately determined by a First Nation, and varies by First Nation, a flexible definition co-

drafted with Forum members will be incorporated in an Indigenous knowledge policy.  With 

more time, incorporation of a formal definition may be considered in the upcoming review of 

the Act. 

Consent for Use of Indigenous Knowledge and Protection of Property Rights and 

Assurance of Confidentiality 

Lastly, your review comments noted a perceived failure in the proposed amendments to 

enshrine protection and respect for Indigenous knowledge into the legislation (such as 

reflecting principles of ownership and control in legislation, notice of how Indigenous 

knowledge will be weighed and applied, notice prior to authorized disclosure of Indigenous 

knowledge).  Matters relating to better protecting and respecting Indigenous knowledge were 

largely left to the Indigenous knowledge policy, which allows for a greater level of flexibility 

given the cultural diversity amongst First Nations in British Columbia.  However, a 

requirement that a person give notice to the First Nation that provided the knowledge, prior to 

authorized disclosure of the Indigenous knowledge, was added. 
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While we were not able to include some of the revisions you proposed, at this time, I want to 

reiterate my appreciation for your review and comments.  These meaningful amendments 

represent an opportunity for the Province to support better incorporation of Indigenous 

knowledge, in statutory decision-making, and establish a process by which the Province can 

come up to speed with longstanding protocol hunting agreement processes, between First 

Nations, that have existed for centuries.  This legally pluralistic approach is an important lens 

as we begin the more fulsome review of the Wildlife Act.  

I very much looking forward to meeting with you to discuss this matter further.  

Sincerely, 

Katrine Conroy 

Minister 

pc: Honourable John Horgan, Premier of British Columbia  

 Honourable Murray Rankin, Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation  

 Dennis Paradine, A/Manager of Policy and Legislation, Wildlife and Habitat Branch, 

   Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 

Maureen Buchan, Senior Policy Director, BC Assembly of First Nations 

Colin Braker, Communications Director, First Nations Summit 

 Andrea Glickman, Policy Director, Union of BC Indian Chiefs 


