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➢ On June 21, 2021, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act (UNDA) 

received Royal Assent. The UNDA contains three legal obligations, all to be carried out in consultation 

and cooperation with Indigenous peoples:

➢ The implementation of the UNDA is a whole-of-government effort, which means the UN Declaration 

should inform and guide the work of all ministers, within their mandate areas, where it intersects with 

the rights and interests of Indigenous peoples and the UN Declaration.
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UN Declaration Act

Take “all measures necessary” to ensure 
consistency of federal laws with the Declaration

Develop an action plan within two years of 

Royal Assent

Prepare annual reports on progress to be 

tabled in Parliament

Section 5

Section 6

Section 7

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/u-2.2/


➢On December 10, 2021, Justice Canada launched an engagement process with Indigenous 

peoples to advance implementation of the UN Declaration Act.

➢The engagement process continues to be broad, inclusive and distinctions-based, including 

consultation, cooperation and co-development with:

▪ First Nations, Inuit and Métis rights holders, including modern treaty signatories, self-

governing nations and historic treaty partners;

▪ National and regional Indigenous representative organizations; and

▪ Indigenous women, youth, elders, persons with disabilities, 2SLGBTQQIA+ persons, 

urban Indigenous organizations, and other Indigenous organizations and groups.
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Indigenous Engagement Process
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Action Plan Timeline



➢ The Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, in consultation and cooperation 

with Indigenous peoples and with other federal ministers, must prepare and implement an 

Action Plan to achieve the objectives of the UN Declaration.

➢ The plan must be completed within 2 years, by June 21, 2023, and be tabled in Parliament 

and made public.

➢ It must include measures to:

▪ Tackle violence and discrimination against Indigenous peoples, including systemic racism and 

discrimination;

▪ Promote understanding through human rights education; 

▪ Ensure accountability with respect to implementation of the Declaration; and,

▪ Monitor the implementation of the plan and for reviewing and amending the plan.
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Section 6: Action Plan



Indigenous-led Consultations and Online Survey

➢The Engagement Kit contains four 
PowerPoint presentations that can 
be adapted to Indigenous-led 
consultations. 

➢An online submission tool provides 
another option for Indigenous 
people to contribute perspectives 
and priorities to Justice Canada 
during the engagement phase. 
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https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/declaration/engagement/kit-trousse.html
https://justice.survey-sondage.ca/f/s.aspx?s=f9483aea-7ad2-4eb3-ba59-c061d8815ce4&lang=EN


Implementation in Consultation and Cooperation with 
Indigenous peoples 

➢The UN Declaration Act Implementation Secretariat (UNDAIS) at Justice 

Canada is looking to Indigenous partners to share their priorities and 

perspectives on Action Plan measures (sections 5, 6, 7) for consideration 

into the federal Action Plan. 

➢UNDAIS encourages Indigenous partners to provide written submissions 

on potential measures.

Questions/Comments?
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