
• reconciliation with Indigenous peoples,

• the Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and

• the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

TogetherBC included legislated targets to reduce the child poverty rate by 50% and the 
overall rate by 25% by 2024. B.C. met these targets in 2019. While targets were further 
exceeded in 2020, federal and provincial COVID-19 benefits played a role in reducing poverty 
levels, and new challenges such as global inflation will impact our progress. Global inflation is 
creating additional struggles and these impacts are felt even more deeply by people living in 
poverty.

RENEWAL OF TOGETHERBC: B.C.’S POVERTY REDUCTION STRATEGY, 
AND REVIEW OF INCOME AND DISABILITY ASSISTANCE

TOGETHERBC: B.C.’S POVERTY REDUCTION STRATEGY

The Province recognizes that the main cause of poverty for Indigenous Peoples is the lasting 
and ongoing, harmful effect of colonial practices and policies. For that reason, reconciliation is 
a core principle of TogetherBC, B.C.’s poverty reduction strategy.

The Ministry of Social Development and Poverty Reduction is undertaking a targeted 
and public engagement to inform an updated strategy for release in 2024. This includes 
engagement and co-development with Indigenous partners. This aligns with the Declaration 
Act, and the Declaration Act Action Plan commitment to incorporate Indigenous knowledge, 
Indigenous experiences of poverty and well-being, and Indigenous-identified actions and 
progress measures. 

The experience of poverty amongst Indigenous Peoples is multifaceted, and Ministry of 
Social Development and Poverty Reduction staff will be taking a distinctions-based approach, 
engaging with First Nations, Modern Treaty Nations, Métis, and Urban Indigenous peoples. 
The engagement will also inform a legislative review of the B.C. Employment and Assistance 
program which provides income and disability assistance to people off-reserve.

Reconciliation is a key guiding principle of TogetherBC: B.C.’s poverty reduction strategy. 
Based on engagement and a recommendation from Indigenous partners, the 2018 Poverty 
Reduction Strategy Act includes a requirement for the strategy to reflect a commitment to:  



Key cross-government actions in recent years that support TogetherBC and reflect feedback 
from Indigenous partners and communities include:

• Declaration Act on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples became law on November 28,
2019, marking a historic shift in B.C.’s approach to reconciliation.

• Recent amendments to the Child, Family and Community Service Act make B.C. the
first jurisdiction in Canada to recognize an inherent right of self-government specifically in
provincial legislation around child and family services, which will help keep Indigenous
children and youth safely connected to their families, cultures and communities.

• Anti-Racism Data Act became law on June 2, 2022, as a step to dismantle systemic racism
and discrimination faced by Indigenous, Black and people of colour.

• Indigenous rights in legislation in November 2021 added Indigenous identity as a
protected ground against discrimination in the BC Human Rights Code. Amendments to
the Interpretation Act also made clear that all provincial laws uphold, and do not diminish,
the rights of Indigenous Peoples protected under section 35 of the Canadian Constitution.

• First Nations Well Being Fund was created in 2021 with a $2.7 million grant from the
Province, administered by the First Nations Public Service Secretariat in partnership with
First Nations Leadership Council to support First Nations and Tribal Councils in their efforts
to promote well-being, improve quality of life for community members on and off reserve,
and reduce poverty at the community or Nation level.

However, we know that not all groups equally benefited from the decrease in poverty, and  
Indigenous peoples still have higher rates of poverty than non-Indigenous people. We also 
know that Indigenous people and communities were disproportionately impacted by difficult 
events in the last few years – from the pandemic to the confirmation of unmarked graves at 
former residential schools, to extreme weather events including wildfires and flooding, drug 
toxicity, and systemic racism and discrimination.

That is why for the next strategy, the Province has committed to centering 
Indigenous knowledge and experiences through a key commitment in the 
Declaration Act Action Plan Action 4.15:

Incorporate Indigenous experiences and knowledge of poverty 
and well-being into ongoing poverty reduction efforts and the 
2024 Poverty Reduction Strategy. The strategy will recognize the 
ongoing impacts of colonialism and include Indigenous-identified 
actions and progress measures.



A key part of the poverty reduction work will be focused on people on income and disability 
assistance who face a variety of challenging circumstances, including significant social and 
economic barriers. We know that Indigenous Peoples face additional barriers due to the 
ongoing effects of systemic racism, discrimination, and colonialism. 

Our services should help make life better. Our system should be modern and easy to 
understand, and people should be treated fairly and with dignity. Yet we know some of our 
laws and policies put up barriers and prevent people from getting the support they need and 
need to be updated.  

Key goals of the review of rules governing income and disability assistance:  

• Address the ongoing impacts of colonialism and align our programs with the rights of
Indigenous Peoples

• Ensure people can access all the supports they are eligible for, considering both individual
circumstances and systemic barriers that may stand in the way

• Support a sense of belonging and dignity, and the opportunity to participate fully in the
community and the work force

• Better support clients achieving long-term stability by adding flexibility to our framework

The Ministry of Social Development is engaging to meet the commitment to update the 
poverty reduction strategy by 2024. The engagement will inform renewal of the strategy and 
initiatives to meet poverty reduction targets and to increase affordability, opportunities and 
inclusion. Reconciliation and alignment with the Declaration Act will be foundational to all 
of this work.

Contact Us:

BCPovertyReduction@gov.bc.ca

INCOME AND DISABILITY ASSISTANCE REVIEW
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